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May 7, 2019 
 
 

Dear Wesley Alumni, Family, and Friends: 

I am sure many of you are aware of or have been following the General Conference 2019 decision and the 
impact it is having on the United Methodist Church.  I understand that there are varying emotions from all 
perspectives on this topic and I am not going to try and “argue” for any of them.  I bring it up because it is a 
reality that we are dealing with in our church and it does affect our ministry.  How I want to discuss it, however, 
is through grace and love with hope in what is next.   
 
We are in the Easter Season as Christians, which means that we are sitting in the midst of Resurrection hope!  I 
was asked by a reporter at the Roanoke Times what I thought of the decision of GC2019 and my reply was, “I 
don’t think God is done with us. We are a people of resurrection. It feels like Good Friday, but Easter is 
coming. So, I have hope.”  I say this both in that I am heartbroken by the decision, but also because our United 
Methodist Church as a whole (Traditionalists, Centrists, and Progressives alike) is going through a very 
challenging and divided time.  However, I have hope because I know God is always doing a new thing and I 
constantly witness the way God is moving among us with our students and ministry at Wesley!  We serve a 
risen Christ that calls us by name to “Love Out Loud” with all people and that is what we will continue to do. 
 
Our students at Wesley were mixed in their reactions to GC2019 much like the church as a whole.  Many 
students were hurt and upset, wondering if they had a place to call home at Wesley anymore.  Others were 
confused and trying to process all that was going on in the denomination that supports their ministry in college.  
And some were fine with the decision, but also saddened by the impact it had on their peers.  Through all of 
these different emotions and reactions, I saw what the Church could and can be.  In the midst of differences of 
opinions our students modeled healthy and loving dialogue with one another; understanding difference but 
desiring to be in community in loving and transformative ways.   
 
This is why I have hope!  I witness it every day here in this incredible ministry.  Despite the uncertain and 
divisive situation in our United Methodist Church, Wesley continues to grow and nurture faithful disciples who 
are serving God through Mission, Discipleship, Worship, Outreach, and Fellowship.  Our ministry is visioning 
for the future with hope and excitement knowing that God is leading us to be a light in the midst of darkness.   
 
I also see hope through you!  Because of your dedication, faithful witness, and generous support, Wesley can be 
a place where all students learn about the unconditional love of Christ and develop into leaders for the local 
church.  Our budgeting needs continue to grow because our ministry continues to grow.  As we look to an 
uncertain future with our denomination, I look with hope knowing that through your support we will continue to 
be a vital and vibrant presence on Virginia Tech’s campus sharing the love of Christ with grace and 
compassion.  
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What do we need? 
 

1) Your continued prayers!  Pray that Wesley will continue to be a vital and vibrant part of building the 
Kingdom of God here at Virginia Tech with students.  Pray that our students will experience the grace 
and love of Jesus in new and transforming ways.  Pray that we will be open to the Spirit of God in our 
midst.  Pray! 

2) Connect with us through social media, keeping your contact information up-to-date, and by your 
presence in the ministries of Wesley!  Twitter (@vtwesley), Facebook Page and Group, our alumni 
listerv (doesn’t have to just be alumni), and our website (vtwesley.com) 

3) Support our ministry through your gifts!  Any gift is appreciated and needed!  You can do so through the 
different ways below.    

 
The reality is that your financial gifts are critical to Wesley being able to do all of our incredible ministries.  Our 
Endowments (Tyndall and Calhoun) enable us to have wonderful programs, but the other 70% of our budget is 
funded by your incredible support.  You can check out our website under the “Alumni” tab to see “Why Your 
Money Matters.”    
 
You can give a gift to our ministry through several different means.  You can send a check to Wesley (at the PO 
Box below) or use our online payment option (PayPal - http://www.vtwesley.com/donate).  One of the best 
ways is do set up a recurring monthly donation, which can be done through the same PayPal link.  This is a 
great way to give throughout the year. We appreciate any and all donations as they will be used for our ministry 
here at Wesley. 
 
Our new campaign, “Wesley 23,” continues to be successful.  We now have 28 monthly donors that 
contribute to Wesley 23.  Wesley 23 Donors will give $23 per month (usually on the 23rd) and it will be 
distributed in this way - $7 to Development, $7 to Mission, $7 to the Building maintenance, and $2 to 
Reserves.  If people give above the $23/month each month then it will be broken down the same and the 
remainder will go to Development.   
 
So, THANK YOU!!  Thank you for being a source of hope and peace.  This ministry stands on the foundation 
of all of your love, work, and support.  You enable Wesley to be a blessing on this campus and transform the 
lives of students in amazing ways.   
 
Again, THANK YOU so very much for your support and love!  You are a blessing to the students and this 
ministry.  If I can ever be of assistance to any of you, please let me know.   
 
Be Blessed and Go Hokies, 
 
 
Bret 



Over spring break this year 30 Wesley 
students accompanied by Bret (10th 
year) and Cory (7th year) went to Plym-
outh, North Carolina. We stayed at 
Plymouth UMC which had been recom-
missioned to be a mission outpost for 
relief work in the community. Our 
group split up into several smaller 
teams and the projects included repair-
ing an entire roof, building a ramp, dry-
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2018 Development Results:  
Alumni Giving through 12/31/18: 
$32,785.12 + $4,493.07 (Wesley 23) 
= $37,278.19 
 
Total Giving through 12/31/18: 
$49,161.19    
 
2018 Budget Results:  
Total Receipts through 12/31/18: 
$94,195.18 
 
Total Expenses through 12/31/18: 
$93,730.83  
 
2019 Development Update:  
Alumni Giving through 3/31/19: 
$2,143.12 + $1,937.33 (Wesley 23) = 
$4,080.45 
 
Total Giving through 3/31/19: 
$7,880.45    
 
2019 Budget Update:  
Total Receipts through 3/31/19: 
$32,943.53  
 
(Including Tyndall and Calhoun 
Endowment Proceeds totaling 
$18,927.00)  
 
Total Expenses through 3/31/19: 
$25,314.31  

The  
Flame 

Spring Break 2019 Kevin Mosteller 

walling and bathroom repairs, floor-
ing, and a few other smaller projects. 
We also had a portion of our group 
lend their time to visit shut-ins, lead-
ing discussions at a nursing home and 
volunteering at the Patriot House (a 
small coffeehouse and diner).  
 

We had great fun exploring the north-
east region of North Carolina on our 
free day and many great memories 
were made. There were a good num-
ber of students who experienced their 
first mission trip! Plenty of ups and 
downs occurred throughout the trip, 
but this was the first year in a while 
that we had no car troubles the whole 
week. Glory be to God! Overall it was 
a very successful week. 
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Fellowship 

It was a fun 
Spring Semester 
here at Wesley! 
Fellowship events 
have ranged from 
sports, weekly 
family dinners, to 
hanging out.  One 

creative event that Wesley students at-
tended in fellowship with one another was 
Coffee and Canvas which was sponsored by 
Virginia Tech’s Student Engagement and 
Campus Life.  At this event, we enjoyed 
delicious coffee and pastries while learning 
how to paint. Students had the option to 
create either a Hokie Bird or picture of 
Lane Stadium. Wesley students decided to 
paint Lane Stadium, and they had a ball 
doing so. In the end, they each left with 
their own beautiful painting of Lane Stadi-
um which was full of unique details of each 
student’s vision! Before they took the 
paintings home, they decided to fill Bret’s 
office, with all of the paintings, so that 
when he arrived at Wesley the next day, 
all he saw was beautiful artwork. It was a 
great event where students truly had a 
blast learning new skills and honing al-
ready existing art skills.  

Johnathan Arner—Fellowship Minister 

New CMT (Core Ministry Team)  
Emilie Berger—Student Campus Minister 

Over spring break, we transitioned our Core Ministry 
Team from our leaders from the last year to our leaders 
for the next. We are so grateful to Alexis, Rachel, Matt, 
Kevin, Emily, and Chris for their leadership during their 
time on CMT, and as leaders in Wesley during their time 
a VT. We are so excited for each of you in your next ad-
ventures after graduation.  
Our new Student Campus minister is Emilie Berger a 
junior studying Chemical Engineering. Kaitlyn Gal-
lagher, Worship Minister, is a junior studying Biochemis-
try and Spanish. Andy Lowe is a sophomore studying 
Chemical Engineering and is serving as Outreach Minis-
ter. Johnathan Arner, Fellowship Minister, is a freshman 
studying General Engineering. Caroline Harvey is a 
sophomore studying History with a minor in Appalachian 
Studies. Charles Given is our Discipleship minister and 
is a junior studying Ag. Econ.  
Our team has transitioned well into their new roles and 
look forward to a year of fun and hard work, but mostly 
fun. We started out with some team building and found 
that we are a very diverse group, who each bring some-
thing unique to our team. Overall, we are grateful for the 
opportunity to lead Wesley in the coming year, and to be 
a larger part of this group that means so much to each of 
us. If you would like to know more about us or what we 
are working on we would love to share what we have 
done so far, and our thoughts for the future. 

Sports   
Chris Givens 
Intramurals is always a great way to have study breaks or 
scratch that competitive itch after leaving high school. We try 
to have as many teams as possible and this semester, we had a 
team for almost every sport. The semester started off with bas-
ketball where we had a lot of competitive games, one of which 
ended with a near buzzer beater. The next sport was Wallyball, 
which is volleyball played on a racquetball court. This is a lot 
of peoples favorite sport because you don't have to worry as 
much about hitting the ball out. After Racquetball, we had wa-
ter polo. Both Men's and CoRec teams had deep runs in the 
playoffs for water polo but ended up falling up short in the end. 
Once Water polo ended, we finished up the intramural seasons 
with softball and ultimate which are currently still going on. It 
has been a fun year of intramurals and we are sad to see it 
come to an end.  

Prayer Circle 
Charles Given 

Wesley continued 
to gather togeth-
er for corporate 
and community 
prayer each week 
this semester. We 
held three prayer 
circle times on 
Monday, Wednes-
day, and Sunday.   

 
We prayed for one another, for events 
happening at Wesley, for the Virginia 
Tech and Blacksburg community, for cur-
rent events, and for our world. Some high-
lights include a prayer walk through cam-
pus to commemorate April 16, 2007, a 
prayer time of lament and hope following 
the General Conference meeting in Febru-
ary, and a Palm Sunday prayer circle with 
palm crosses and a time of listening for 
God’s presence.  
 
This upcoming reading day, we will have 
our bi-annual 24-hour prayer vigil, where 
students pray for 30-minute shifts in the 
prayer chapel, which is set up with multi-
ple prayer stations.  

Hot Dogs  
Billy John 
Hotdog Handout is an event Wesley 
does each semester where we cook and 
wrap hotdogs and then go to downtown 
Blacksburg to hand them out to people 
who are out. It is an opportunity for us 
to fellowship together and to love out 
loud to the Blacksburg community. We 
cooked and handed out about 200 
hotdogs. While this semester we had a 
smaller turn out than expected, it was a 
great chance for fellowship with others 
and was successful in our mission to 
love out loud. 
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Alumni Corner -  Minoka Gunesekera 

When were you at Wesley?  I came to Wesley as a transfer student in 2010. 
What was your most memorable experience at Wesley?  This is a hard question! So many of 
my experiences at Virginia Tech made me into the person I am today. The first one that came to 
mind would be our mission trip to Nashville, TN. It was one of my first things I had done with 
Wesley and solidified my call to full time ministry.  
What church do you attend now?  Right now I attend University United Methodist Church in 
Chapel Hill, NC. It’s a great church with a wonderful clergy staff and drew me into attending!  
Activities within?  I love attending worship on Sundays and going to bible study on Wednesday. 
Right now the church is about 40 minutes from my house, so I don’t do as much as I would like. 
But I’m working on it!  Positions held?  Currently, I teach 2nd grade Sunday school and co-lead 
the young adults group.  

How have you been connected to Wesley since graduating?  I try to stay connect as I can. I was a intern with Wesley 
soon after I graduated Tech in 2013. After that I have come back to preach at Wesley’s weekly worship service and try to 
make it back for events. I also love welcoming Wesley Hokies when Virginia Tech plays Duke here in NC.  
Do you stay connected to other Wesley Alumni?  I do! With the age of social media, I think I’m better at following people 
then keep up. But we have a good legacy of Wesley hokies here at Duke Divinity School that I keep with me. I also talk to 
Kelly Wiseman everyday J.  
What do you do for work?   I am an Admissions Recruiter for Duke Divinity School. I’m lucky enough to travel the country 
and help people think about their vocation and whether coming to graduate school would be a good fit for them.  
What is your favorite aspect of your job?  I love meeting new people, almost everyday! I enjoy listening to the way that 
God is working in the lives of people and helping to find a home for people at Duke Divinity School. Why did you choose 
this job? Truly, the job sort of chose me! But I keep being here because I believe in the Duke Divinity School community and 
believe that coming to divinity school is still important and a valuable educational experience that more people should know 
about. Thinking theologically isn’t just for those going into full-time ministry, but for all of us who call ourselves faithful fol-
lowers of God.  
Where do you live now?  I live in Creedmoor, NC. It’s a small town outside of Raleigh, NC.  
How did Wesley prepare you for work?  Your life?  Wesley taught me about community. Being a part of Wesley helps 
me to see that Christian community is important to my well being. Since Wesley, I have always looked for community to find 
friends that would be like what I had at Wesley. I also think that Wesley gave me a space to discern my call to ministry. Be-
ing a Wesley was a new start for me in 2010. I was able to be known and affirmed for who God was calling me to be, rather 
than because of who my parents were, or how I was as a kid.  

 

Part of being a Wesley 23 donor will give you a monthly email filled with ministry highlights and prayer requests 
for the ministry (this would be in addition to the bi-annual Flame newsletter) and acknowledgment of being 

a Wesley 23Donor.  If you already give $23 or more a month to Wesley, you will automatically be a Wesley 23 Donor 
(the same distribution will be used and the remaining amount of your gift will go to the General Fund.) 

 
There are multiple ways to be a Wesley 23 Donor: 

   
You can send monthly checks into Wesley (PO Box 458, Blacksburg, VA 24063) or with a  

PayPal recurring donation. 
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Communities of Grace 

This spring, Wesley has 9 communities 
of grace (CoG’s), including a freshman 
affinity group and a LGBTQIA+ affini-
ty group. Our CoG’s 
meet together each 
week to share glory 
sightings, hold each 
other accountable, 
make covenant as a 
community, engage 
in spiritual develop-
ment through bible 
study and conversa-
tion, and fellowship. 
As a CoG leader and 
a member of a CoG, 
I have seen the fruit 
in my friend’s lives and definitely in my 
own life from our model for accountabil-
ity. We engage in accountability in our 
CoG’s so that we can be transformed to 
Christ-likeness for the sake of others.  
Another way that we’ve been engaging 
in discipleship and accountability is 

through Spiritual Formation. We’ve 
had a few pairs of Wesley students 
meeting together each week to be 
more intentional about growing to-
gether in their faith. For me, this 

looked like  
eating lunch 
with a friend 
each week, 
reading a book 
together, learn-
ing about each 
other and our-
selves, and ask-
ing a lot of 
questions. 
Through this 
Spiritual For-
mation at Wes-
ley, I’ve experi-

enced what transformation looks like 
as it happens through the work of a 
patient God who walked, talked, an-
swered questions, listened, and ate 
with his disciples this year. And I’ve 
been able to practice this with my 
friends. 

Worship Emily Stallings 

Our Wednesday night 
worship services have 
been in full swing since 
the start of the 2019 
calendar year! To start 
the semester we began 
a series called Meeting 
Place. We felt this two 
week sermon series 
would be a good way to 
start the semester to 

remind and tell people more about the 
importance of invitations to a community. 
Both weeks we had students share the 
ways in which they found their home at 
Wesley and have been able to use their 
gifts to Love out Loud. Following this se-
ries, we entered our two week series called 
Boundaries. Worship team was excited for 
this series because each of us on the team 
felt that it was important to mention the 
importance of healthy boundaries and how 
to break unhealthy boundaries. We were 
reminded that it is important to take time 
to rest (even Jesus took naps!) and to 
spend time bringing joy into our lives. A 
great message that everyone needs to hear. 
Our next series was titled Back to the Ba-
sics. This series was inspired by the wor-
ship teams conversations surrounding the 
idea that sometimes as a community we 
need to be reminded what we are called to 
believe as Christians. The second week of 

this series had conversations surrounding the 
why we believe; why we are called to be Chris-
tians. We had four student speakers (shoutout 
to Thomas, Leanna, Matthew, and Andy) who 
all spoke about the reasons they continue to 
pursue Christ. While it is hard to say how the 
whole com- munity 
took this week, I 
know that I was great-
ly impacted by what 
those four said. Be-
cause of their will-
ingness to share and 
be vulnera- ble, I am so 
positive the Holy Spirit 
was alive and mov-
ing in our chilly audi-
torium this night.  

 
We partnered up with Fieldstone United Meth-
odist Church of the Ash Wednesday service 
which was a great way to start of the Lenten 
season! Following this, we entered a three 
week series titled So That. This series focused 
on John 17 (check this) and the reminders that 
we are one body, that we find joy, and that we 
are loved.  Next, we moved our indoor worship 
to a different space, for a week that looked at 
the care for God’s creation. We spent time near 
the duck pond being surrounded by the world 
God created! The week before Easter we went 
on a prayer walk around the community re-
membering the sacrifice Christ made for us. 

Following that we heard a few student 
testimonies around the idea of hope, 
perfect for right before finals! Finally, we 
will be having our senior sendoff. This 
year we have about 20 students moving 
on to some next steps. Keep them in your 
prayers as they all continue to follow 
God’s direction! We sure will miss them! 
I am obviously bias, but this has been 
such a fantastic year for Wesley Wor-
ship. We have averaged around 50 stu-
dents each Wednesday night and it has 
been so amazing to see God speaking to 
everyone in different ways. Since this is 
my last time writing for the flame, I 
want to take another moment to brag 
about the worship team, the work they 
have done, and their faithfulness to God! 
Worship team is our team that meets 
every week (and over breaks too!) to plan 
services and it takes a lot of extra time 
throughout each week. However, this 
team never complains and it so very 
eager to help transform Wesley. I for one 
am so thankful to have been discerned 
take part in it this form of ministry! As I 
prepare for graduation, I cannot wait to 
hear from Wesley and all the ways God 
encourages the community to grow. 
Thanks to all of you reading this for 
keeping this ministry in your prayers. 
We couldn’t do what we do without that 
kind of support!  

Big Event  
Rachel Cannon Bobby Walker  

The Big Event is a wonderful oppor-
tunity for the student body as a whole 
to give back to the Blacksburg commu-
nity. Wesley sent 26 students out to 5 
different sites to perform various tasks 
such as mulching, weeding, compost-
ing, window cleaning, and raking. The 
students of Wesley went out into the 
community to love out loud and put the 
Tech motto of Ut Prosim into action. 
While our task seemed small we were 
able to enjoy a beautiful spring day 
with residents and make a meaningful 
impact on the community. 
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Tell me about yourself.  What is your major? Hello, my name is Matthew Shealy! I am a 
freshman majoring in Mechanical Engineering and minoring in Computer Science.  
How did you hear about Wesley?  I heard about Wesley through some of the amazing out-
reach programs that took place at the beginning of the school year. Two seniors in Wesley visited 
my dorm room and provided me with a whole bundle of information, part of which was an invita-
tion to come to worship on Wednesday evenings. I came to one and was hooked; the rest is histo-
ry! 
Why did you stay at Wesley?  Wesley provided me with a sense of community like nothing else 
that I have found at Virginia Tech. The people who attend are from a wide variety of majors and 
interests, and yet are united around a strong common goal: serving others as we journey towards 
a deeper relationship with Christ. Another huge plus is that everyone is placed on the same level. 
There are not the strict divisions by grade, major, or gender that I had found in other campus 
ministries, and I feel that this fosters a much more open and powerful dialog around all topics.  
Do you spend a lot of time at Wesley?  Yes! In addition to being a wonderful place for all of 
the activities that Wesley hosts, it is a perfect place to study during the week. Between worship, 

family dinner, prayer circles, and studying, I rarely go more than a couple of days without being at Wesley. 
Where are you from?  Did you go to church before?  I am from Winston-Salem, NC. I went to Centenary UMC before 
coming to Virginia Tech, and loved being a part of the youth programs there. Continuing an experience like the one I had 
there was my primary reason for finding a campus ministry at VT. 
What have you been involved in at Wesley?  I have been involved in the weekly worship services, a Community Of 
Grace, occasional Mission Days, and leading a small group for the regional youth retreats that Wesley led.  
What has been your favorite thing so far?  Why?  So far, my favorite thing by far has been being part of a Community 
Of Grace. My home church provided many wonderful opportunities, but never offered programs for youth to be involved in 
small groups, so this was my first opportunity to be involved in one. I was slightly apprehensive at first, but this communi-
ty has turned out to be one of the best places to reflect on my relationships with God and with other people in an environ-
ment that is free from judgement, and I feel that it has allowed me to grow significantly in my faith. 

About the Building….. 

 

Bret Gresham—Director 

Our building is something we all love and something that we all know needs A LOT of TLC!  We are excited about finally 
being able to do some much-needed work on it to make it what it needs to be for our students and ministry.   
 
Some of this work will be happening this summer as we make our resident rooms safer and nicer by adding a second 
means of egress.  This work not only helps with life-safety, but it is also mandated so that we can continue having resi-
dents.   
 
The rest of the work that needs to happen over the next several years will focus on accessibility, life-safety, and ministry 
needs.  This will be an extensive undertaking and we are looking forward to approval by the Board of Higher Education 
and Campus Ministry from the Council on Finance and Administration’s proposal, help from our Roanoke District, and we 
will have a significant capital campaign as well.   
 
More will be shared as we are able, but we are very excited about the future of our building at Wesley!   
 
In the meantime, enjoy these pictures of Eric Wiseman (Kelly’s husband and Professor of Urban Forestry at Tech) helping 
us take down the walnut trees beside our building as we prepare for the resident room renovation! 
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Roanoke District and Fusion Retreats  
everyone who jumped in to help with set-
up and clean-up. It was super cool to see 
our community pull together to do this 
good work, and I hope many people 
learned things about themselves and 
their friends and gained energy to be a 
part of the ministries of Wesley. 

This year, continuing our innovations in 
the field of hosting retreats for Virginia’s 
United Methodist youth, we formed a retreat 
planning team to bring more Wesley stu-
dents’ passion and skills into the retreats. We 
led two retreats, one for the Lynchburg and 
Danville districts at Smith Mountain Lake 
and one for the Roanoke district at Wesley. 
Forming a designated task team really 
helped make the retreats a success by bring-
ing in new ideas, distributing the work of 
planning + set-up, and letting us reflect on 
our process to pass insights on to next year’s 
planners. 

Our retreats centered around the story 
of Esther, who shows great bravery in owning 
her Jewish identity and telling her story to 
save her people at the risk of her life. Check 
out her book in between Nehemiah and Job. 
Esther’s story is a really great read because 
the narrative is full of foreshadowing and 
these dramatic reversals as the fortunes of 
Esther and her cousin Mordechai are re-
stored to safety and comfort as the villainous 
Haman loses his fortune and his life.  

Around the story of Esther, we 
weaved other biblical stories, Ruth, Job, 
and Paul, to see how all those stories 
work into the larger story God is telling 
about creation and about all of us. 
Many Wesley students gave the great 
gift of telling their own stories, so we 
could learn about their experiences of 
bravery, presence, and passion. On the 
final morning youth also came up to 
share their stories with the group and it 
was extremely powerful to hear them 
process their experiences and to witness 
to God at work in their lives! At each 
worship we connected the youth to each 
other and the message through adding 
to a story book we created together. 
Youth shared the titles of their story, 
shared times they had seen bravery, 
gave a testament to their presence 
through handprints, and left messages 
of hope to evoke passion in their peers. 

So many Wesley students helped to 
pull of these really excellent retreats – 
from the band, small group leaders, and 
our MCs, to the planning team, those 
who build our storybook activities, and 

Wesley Weekend 2019 

Alexis Gillmore 

Kelly Wiseman—Assistant to the Director 

Wesley Weekend 2019, once again, didn't disappoint!  Saturday we began 
the morning  with a hike to Stiles Falls.  We had about 40 students, alumni 
and their families, and parents of current and former students, join togeth-
er for a relaxing morning hike.  Later Saturday afternoon, we had an alum-
ni meeting where we gathered and caught everyone up on the business of 
Wesley.  We concluded Saturday with worship at Wesley where we enjoyed 
hearing Alumni, Kelly Beeken, speak to how Wesley has impacted her life. 
Worship at Blacksburg United Methodist Sunday morning was a great way 
to close the weekend where we worshipped through music and sermons 
from our current students and seniors,  who we soon will be wishing well as 
they go in the different directions that life takes them.  If you were unable 

to attend, my hope is that you will mark your calendars this Fall when the date for Wesley Weekend 2020 is announced and plan 
to  join us.  This is my 10th Wesley Weekend serving as the Assistant to the Director and I still continue to be amazed, and a little 
overwhelmed, by the love and support this ministry receives from our alumni, parents of alumni, students and parents of our cur-
rent students.  It is because of each of you that we are able to have this wonderful ministry! 
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209 Manna Ministries   
Hello! It’s time for an update on how 209 Manna Ministries has been going this semester! For 
those who are unfamiliar with this Wesley mission, 209 Manna Ministries is our non-profit, 
volunteer run emergency food pantry that serves Virginia Tech students in need. The pantry 
was created in the fall of 2013, when Kelly Berry (a Wesley Alum) wanted to assist students 
experiencing food insecurity. 209 Manna Ministries provides students with food, toiletries, and 
school supplies. The pantry is located inside of the Wesley building and is run jointly by stu-
dents from Wesley and New Life Christian Fellowship (NLCF). 

This semester we have been working to increase awareness of the food pantry, making sure that students and staff through-
out Virginia Tech know of this resource and can help direct students in need of assistance to 209MM. This growing aware-
ness has resulted in new students from NLCF, Welsey, and other classes and organizations throughout campus coming to 
volunteer. We’ve also had new groups, such as the Schiffert Health Center and the College of Science Staff Association, coor-
dinate food drives and received generous donations that have helped keep everything at the food pantry running smoothly. 
It’s been great to help educate people about this need on campus and be able to better provide resources for Virginia Tech 
students.  

As we move into the summer, 209MM will be open with more lim-
ited hours since campus is quieter, but we will still be available 
for those students who will be in town. As I’ll be graduating this 
semester, I just wanted to take a moment and thank everyone 
who has helped me throughout the journey of volunteering and 
running 209 Manna Ministries. It has been a pleasure to see the 
pantry grow and evolve and I know that our leadership team who 
will continue to run this mission will do a fantastic job! 

 

 

 

Katie Biggs—Missions Minister 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We would like to thank the supporters of 209 Manna Minis-
tries from this past year. 

Virginia Tech  Department of Student Affairs 
Blacksburg United Methodist Church 

Eric J. Johannigmeier 
Christ Episcopal 

College of Science Staff Association 
Wesley  

Schiffert Health Center  
NLCF  

Joe and Lisa Zaino 
Monisha Daniel 

All Volunteers/Staff !!! 
THANK YOU!!! 
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We are still updating our records in our database.  Please give us your latest information 
through our  AWESOME website!   vtwesley.com 

 
If you would prefer to receive The Flame by email instead of snail mail, please send your email 

address to wesfound@vt.edu. 
 

Thank you. 
 

 

Announcements 
 

Samantha (Torgersen, Class of 2010)  and Dave McElwee welcomed Andrew Torgersen McElwee into the 
world on March 17, 2019. 
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Donors - December 1, 2018 - March 31, 2019 

Tom and Amy McGregor Barnes 
Roger and Catherine Keel Beck 
Constance C. Beeken 
Matt and Kelly Hudson Beeken 
Harold M. Bell 
Leonard and Laura Bell 
Fred and Daphne Berge 
Kelly Berry 
Jon and Kelly Biggs 
Matthew and Melinda Hirt Borrie 
Anna Bosco 
Jeff Brooks 
Margaret Brown 
Bob and Teri Byers 
Brian and Nancy Chafin 
Chris Chamberlain 
Charles Timothy and Lori Moyers Cole 
Glenn and Sylvia Cooper 
Ginger Meier and Gary Cope 
Jeffrey V. and Linda Fitzgerald Cornelius 
Monisha Gnanadchandra Daniel 
John, III and Jane Davis 
Steve and Beth Davis 
Jessica Dodson 
Dick and Lori Lynch Eggleston 
John D. Elder 
Steve and Anne Elder 
Rick and Anne Ellis 
Amy Emerson and Bill Bancroft 
Drew and Catherine E F Ensz 

Wesley 23 Donors 

Thomas (Margaret) Brown 

Thomas and Amy Barnes 

Minoka Gunesekera 

Gary and Ginger Cope 

Katelyn Lydens 

Nancy Stevenson 

Rick and Anne Ellis 

Matthew and Melinda Borrie 

Chris Chamberlain 

Amy Shank 

 

Tim and Joanna Gilmore Etheredge 
Jason and Katie Boggs Forsyth 
Fred and Peggy Father Gibson 
Thomas and Lori Givens 
Bret and Erin Gresham 
Jim and Loretta Gresham 
Minoka Gunesekera 
Jennifer N. and Stephen Haddock 
Sharon Hall 
David and Randi Heinbuch 
Michelle Hettmann 
Glen H. and Nancy Hetzel 
Kevin and Christa Ferst Honaker 
Anita C and Daniel L. Hudson 
Charles Jackson 
Dwight and Phyllis Forbush Kitchens 
Gerritt and Melanie Lang 
Howard W. LeBon 
Stephen and Mandy Garrett Lloyd 
Katelyn Lydens 
Becky S. Lynch 
Tom and Cindy Martin 
Mike and Erin Mattern 
Ellen McCubbin 
Samantha and Dave McElwee 
Jacob and Tara Montague 
Donald E. and K. June Mullins 
Timothy Owen 
Steve and Susan Blalock Pearman 

Pamela and Anthony Sourber Perfetto 
Stephen and Carolyn Marionneaux Perry 
Herb Poff 
William T. and Ida Berger Powell 
Greg and Michelle Rahal 
Jennifer and Harry Freeman Rowell 
Bret and Gina Saffioti Salmons 
Duane and Tammy Owens Schoenhardt 
Amy Shank 
Dale Shealy 
Anna Skinner 
Ben Spiers 
Patty Stephenson 
Nancy Stevenson 
Barbara and Gene Kent Suidikas 
Raymond H. and Ellen Thrift 
Matthew Vetting 
Rev. Kathleen Overby Webster 
Olivia White 
Davey and Lizi Winyall 
Lauren Wright 

Jessica Dodson 

Jason and Katie Forsyth 

Drew and Catherine Ensz 

Lauren Wright 

Michelle Hettmann 

Jim Gresham 

Stephen and Mandy Lloyd 

Cindy and Tom Martin 

Leonard Bell 

Bret and Erin Gresham 

Olivia White 

Jeff Brooks 

Ida and William Powell 

Jacob and Tara Montague 

Michael Mattern 

Anna Bosco 

Dwight and Phyllis Kitchens 

Matt and Kelly Beeken 

Duane and Tammy Schoenhardt  

Anna Skinner 


