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December 9, 2019 
 
 

Dear Wesley Alumni, Family, and Friends: 

This past year our Discernment Team and Core Ministry Team set as their “Wildly Important Goal (WIG)” to 
be grace-filled with our community, with ourselves, and the other Christian groups on campus.  This “WIG” 
was set for multiple reasons; we were losing around 30 graduating seniors that have been in leadership for 
multiple years, all new Core Ministry Team leadership, the current climate within the United Methodist Church, 
and some changes in our ministries.  This prompting of the Holy Spirit, to be full of grace in these ways, has 
been such a blessing!    
 
The transition of new leadership and the grieving of so many seniors graduating was quickly felt in our 
community to start this semester.  There were some early challenges, but our new leadership and, more 
importantly, other students, stepped in up in big ways to lead our ministry in positive directions.  Having grace 
with our community and ourselves was much needed during this time as we learned together and grew as a 
community!  Another major challenge we had to overcome stemmed from the construction of a new dorm 
across the street from our building.  The day before and first day of move-in half of our basement was flooded 
with sewer water due to a pump malfunction at the construction site.  This unfortunate situation, as well as the 
impediment of student traffic to our building, caused considerable challenges to our Welcome Week activities, 
but our students handled it with Grace and made the best of a bad situation.  
 
All of this is to say that our “WIG” of Grace was vital in maintaining the positive movement of our community 
despite the challenges we faced!  It is the value of Grace, God’s Grace, that sustains us not only as a ministry, 
but as people of faith.  As we celebrate Glory Sightings at Wesley (those places where we see the glory of God 
at work in our lives), we are witnessing to the abundant Grace that is found in God through Christ Jesus and the 
presence of the Holy Spirit in our midst.   
 
God’s Grace is at work in the life of the Wesley community as we continue to see Wesley be a transformative 
presence on the campus of Virginia Tech.  We continued to grow our Communities of Grace (small groups) to 
10 different CoGs this semester.  Our Worship ministry is vibrant and our Missions ministry continues to be a 
visible witness to Wesley “Loving Out Loud” through Fun143 (our tutoring ministry), 209 Manna Ministries 
(our food pantry for college students), and other opportunities like Operation Christmas Child and Cake Mix 
collection.  Outreach and Fellowship ministries are bringing new people into our community and developing 
relationships as we grow together as disciples of Jesus Christ.   
 
As you can see, Wesley is very active and there is a lot of hope for what is going on now and what is going to 
be in the future.  Because of God’s Grace we are engaging in more and more ministry with more and more 
students, we have seen greater need in Development!  Our Endowments are still such a vital part of the success 
of our ministry, but we continue to need other development funding in order to grow and flourish as a ministry.  
We are hopeful that God will continue to provide through the wonderful alumni, parents, and friends of our 
ministry.  We need your support more than ever this year and, in the years, to come.  As we continue to grow, 
our budgeting need becomes greater as well.  Our Board of Directors are hopeful as well!  They are committed 
to Wesley and it is evident in their presence and gifts.  They have hope that Wesley can continue to meet our 
budgeting needs because of your support and love for Wesley.    
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What do we need? 

 
1) Your continued prayers!  Pray that Wesley will continue to be a vital and vibrant part of building the 

Kingdom of God here at Virginia Tech with students.  Pray that our students will experience the grace 
and love of Jesus in new and transforming ways.  Pray that we will be open to the Spirit of God in our 
midst.  Pray! 

2) Connect with us through social media, keeping your contact information up-to-date, coming to Wesley 
Weekend (March 29-31, 2019), and come be present in the ministries of Wesley!  Twitter (@vtwesley), 
Facebook Page and Group, our alumni listerv (doesn’t have to just be alumni), and our website 
(vtwesley.com) 

3) Support our ministry through your gifts!  Any gift is appreciated and needed!  You can do so through the 
different ways below.    

 
The reality is that your financial gifts are critical to Wesley being able to do all of our incredible ministries.  Our 
Endowments (Tyndall and Calhoun) enable us to have wonderful programs, but the other 70% of our budget is 
funded by your incredible support.  You can check out our website under the “Alumni” tab to see “Why Your 
Money Matters.”    
 
You can give a gift to our ministry through several different means.  You can send a check to Wesley (at the PO 
Box below) or use our online payment option (PayPal - http://www.vtwesley.com/donate).  One of the best 
ways is do set up a recurring monthly donation, which can be done through the same PayPal link.  This is a 
great way to give throughout the year. We appreciate any and all donations as they will be used for our ministry 
here at Wesley. 
 
Our new campaign, “Wesley 23,” has been extremely successful.  We now have 39 monthly donors that 
contribute to Wesley 23.  Wesley 23 Donors will give $23 per month (usually on the 23rd) and it will be 
distributed in this way - $7 to development fund, $7 to mission fund, $7 to the building fund, and $2 to the 
reserve fund.  If people give above the $23/month each month then it will be broken down the same and the 
remainder will go to Development.   
 
With all of this said, the main thing is that I want to say, “THANK YOU!”  You are a visible manifestation of 
God’s Grace for Wesley!  You are such a vital piece to making this ministry be a source of God’s love for 
students at Virginia Tech.  Thank you for always supporting Wesley and being a blessing to the many students 
that participate in our many ministries.  During this season of Advent, I pray that you are able to look to the 
ways that God’s Grace is at work in your life as you expectantly wait for the coming of the Christ child at 
Christmas.  May this season be filled with God’s abundant Grace in your life! 
 
Again, THANK YOU so very much for your support and love!  You are a blessing to the students and this 
ministry.  If I can ever be of assistance to any of you, please let me know.   
 
Be Blessed and Go Hokies, 
 
 
Bret 



Over the weekend of Fall break, 
Wesley joined with our friends from 
UKirk, the Presbyterian Campus 
Ministry, for a weekend of fellow-
ship, worship, and a much needed 
break from campus. We spent the 
weekend in the woods at Camp 
Dickenson, a United Methodist 
Camp in Fries, Virginia talking 
about Vocation and Calling. With 
this being a combined retreat, we 
were able to invite accomplished so-
cial entrepreneur, writer, speaker, 
and Duke seminarian Halleemah 
Nash to be our speaker for the week-
end. Halleemah filled us with words 
of encouragement and passion 
throughout the weekend as we dove 
into what it means for us each to be 
called in our lives and what it looks 
like to faithfully discern our individ-
ual calls. Over the weekend we built 
relationships that will be used to 
hold each other accountable as we 
continue our discernment process 
back in Blacksburg. This includes 
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the start of a new CoG composed of 
people from a fall retreat small group 
who wanted to continue their commu-
nity after the weekend was over. We 
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Fellowship 
 
 

We have had a great semester of Fellowship 
so far.  My favorite (family dinner) is always a 
blast, with a recent Thanksgiving dinner that 
was fantastic.  As always intramural sports 
have been fun, with a current undefeated vol-
leyball season ongoing.  We have also done a 
variety of events over the semester including 
tubing down the New River (while it was still 
warm), a mini golf tournament, and lots of 
other fun events!  
 
 

One event in particular that was new to 
Wesley was an Escape Room!  We created 
an Escape Room in the old “computer 
room” and had our Communities of Grace 
compete to see who could get out the fast-
est!  It was such a hit that we are going to 
open it to the entire University next year 
as a fun outreach event as well.    

 Johnathan Arner— Fellowship Minister 

 
 

SAVE THE 
DATE 

 
WESLEY 

WEEKEND 
2020 

 
April 17-19 

 
Stay tuned for 
more details!!! 

Can’t wait to see 
everyone! 

Sports 

Nolan Englund  

Here at Wesley, Intramural Sports are a fun way to get active and de-stress 
from schoolwork.  The fall intramural season started of with recreational soc-

cer, which was great for all skill levels, and gave us 
a chance to run around quite a bit for the entirety of 
the game.  The next sport we participated in was 
dodgeball.  We had a great time hurling dodgeballs 
across the court and doing our best to not get 
hit.  Wesley closed 
the intramural sports 
season with volley-
ball which is currently 
still ongoing.  The 
team is undefeated 
after 3 games with 
one final game left in 
the season.  We are 
excited for Spring 

sports and are hopeful that the War Memorial 
Hall renovations don’t affect inner tube water 
polo and Wallyball, a few of the fan favorites 
here at Wesley. The fall semester was a blast 
and we can’t wait until the spring. 
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Communities of Grace - Charles Given, Discipleship Minister 

 Wesley's small group ministry, 
Communities of Grace (CoGs), 
were led this semester by 10 Wes-
ley students! CoGs met at differ-
ent times throughout the week to 
build small, intentional communi-
ty to grow in faith with one anoth-
er. Each CoG leader planned and 
led their CoG centered around 
spiritual discussions and Bible 

study, applying faith to student 
life, supporting one another, 
sharing accountability, creating 
and living by a covenant, and 
having fun! Students had the 
opportunity to join any CoG 
they wished, and we had one 
LGBTQ+ Affinity CoG and one 
Freshmen Affinity CoG. I had 
the opportunity to lead a CoG 
for the first time this semester, 
and being a part of a small 
group of others who support, 
encourage, and live in faith with 
me has been an incredibly re-
warding and fulfilling experi-
ence. Next semester we look to 
build and strengthen our small 
group ministry by growing our 
CoGs and focusing on one-on-
one Spiritual Formation disci-
pleship pairs! 
 

One of Wesley's 
most memora-
ble ways to love 
out loud each 
semester is 
through our Hot 
Dog Handout 
event. Once a 
semester, Wes-
ley students get 
together on a 

Friday night to hand out free hot dogs to peo-
ple downtown. This is not an outreach event; 
instead, when asked why we are giving out 
free hot dogs (a popular question when we 
meet people), Wesley students are encouraged 
to respond with phrases like "because we love 
you," "we want to spread love and kindness," 
or "we're just trying to show God's love." This 
semester, we cooked, wrapped, and handed 
out 480 hotdogs on October 18th. Since that 
weekend was Homecoming Weekend and the 
night before the UNC football game, down-
town Blacksburg was flooded with students 
and alumni. Wesley handed out all 480 hot 
dogs within 20 minutes! 

Hot Dogs Caroline Harvey—Misions Minsiter 
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New Student Bio  - Jacob Ivey 
What have you been involved in 
at Wesley? 
 
I have been involved in Wesley In-
tramural Sports, and with the 
Freshmen CoG. 
 
What has been your favorite 
thing so far?  Why? 
 
One of my favorite things about 
Wesley is how welcoming everyone 
is.  From the group that I study 
with to the intermural teams, to all 
the other people I have meet at 
Wesley, everyone has been so 
friendly and kind. 

Tell me about yourself.  What is 
your major? 
 
My name is Jacob Ivey, I am in 
General Engineering and plan to 
major in Chemical Engineering.  I 
also plan to minor in Math and 
Music.  I play the Alto Saxophone, 
as well as a few other instruments.  
I enjoy playing games and solving 
puzzles like Colorku and Rubik’s 
Cubes. 
 
How did you hear about Wes-
ley? 
 
My grandfather is a retired United 
Methodist Minister, and he met 

Bret at Annual Conference.  They 
talked about Wesley and my 
grandfather relayed the infor-
mation to me.  He recommended 
me to test the waters and see if 
would enjoy it. 
 
Why did you stay at Wesley? 
 
I enjoy the welcoming atmosphere 
and how kind the people are here. 
 
 Do you spend a lot of time at 
Wesley? 
 
I spend time at Wesley studying 
for Multivariable Calculus with 
other Wesley students.  I plan to 
spend more time over the next 
couple of years.  
 
Where are you from?  Did you 
go to church before? 
 
I am from just outside of Rich-
mond, Virginia in a town called 
Bon Air.  I went to Bon Air Unit-
ed Methodist Church.  I was an 
acolyte and a crucifer there. 
 

Missions 

One of the ways that Wesley loves 
out loud is through mission work. 
This semester, Wesley students 
have participated in a variety of 
both weekly and special mission 
events. During the first few days 
of Freshman move-in, Wesley stu-
dents volunteered for Hokie Help-
ers, a program that helps facili-

tate the move-in process for new 
Hokies. Wesley students participat-
ed in two, three hour shifts to offer a 
warm welcome to their new friends.  
 
Additionally, Wesley students 
helped out with Blacksburg United 
Methodist Church’s block party 
which hosted fun activities for the 
church’s youth. The students helped 
with the bouncy house, helped with 
the Cake Walk station, and helped 
out at the refreshment station.  
 
The first weekend of November was 
another busy weekend for the Mis-
sions Team as they hosted Cake Mix 
Collection outside of Kroger. Wesley 
partners with the Montgomery 

County Christmas Store, a non-
profit organization that assists 
low-income families during the 
holiday season, every year to 
collect cakes for the store’s food 
department. Wesley collected 
over 550 cakes for the Christmas 
store! 
 
(Continued on page 6)  

Caroline Harvey—Missions Minister 



Worship

Our Wednesday night Foundations Wor-
ship kicked off the first week of school as 
we welcomed new and returning students! 
We started off the semester with a three-
part serOur Wednesday night Foundations 
Worship kicked off the first week of school 
as we welcomed new and returning stu-
dents! We started off the semester with a 
three-part sermon series called “Making 
Connections.” We felt this series was a 
strong way to introduce and talk about our 
mission of Loving Out Loud. It was great to 
hear student testimonies about how they 
have felt called to participate in Wesley 
and use their gifts within the ministry, and 
how their own faith has grown during their 
time here (Thank you Caroline, Jennylynn, 
Jonathan, and Carson!!)! Following this 
series, we started our two-week sermon 
series entitled “F.R.I.E.N.D.S.,” where we 
heard about fostering healthy relationships 
through the love of God. We talked about 1 
Corinithians 13 and learned about what it 
means to have love for each other and for 
our community even when times feel more 
divisive than unified.  
Next, we began our sermon series called 
“Shifting Perspectives.” Worship Team was 
really excited about this series, and we had 
a lot of fun during our meetings coming up 
with ideas for it. We talked about being 
enough (because we are!!), and then we 
heard from a guest preacher who was a 
church planter, Adam Coates, about identi-
ty. Following this, we had our final sermon 
in the series, The Importance of Play! This 
was such a revitalizing Wednesday; we had 
pictionary and taboo competitions, a bal-
loon relay, and an egg toss. The MPR was 
full of love and laughter as we played and 
and recalled the important words in Mark 
10:13-16.  
Falling in line with the spooky season, our 
next series was called “Stranger Texts,” a 
play on the popular Stranger Things show. 
During these two weeks, we delved into the 
more obscure texts of the Bible, specifically 
Balaam’s ass and the Valley of Dry Bones. 
We had a guest preacher and Wesley alum-
na give a wonderful sermon about recogniz-
ing the feeling of Dry Bones, and how God 
can bring us to life again in the desert. It 
was great hearing her story and about her 

Kaitlyn Gallagher — Worship Minister 
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time at Wesley! After this series, we began 
our three-week “Eshet Chayil - Women of 
Valor” series, focusing on the stories of Ra-
hab, Shiphrah and Puah, and Elizabeth and 
Mary. During the second week, we had an-
other guest preacher, Robin Fitzgerald. She 
asked us how we are saying yes and no to 
the things in our lives, and how we are lov-
ing God through these decisions.  
Currently, we are going into our sermon 
about Advent, which will be followed the 
week after by our service opening our Prayer 
Vigil as we enter finals week. Worship Team 
is also in the planning stages of our sermon 
series for the Spring semester (yay!!). We 
have been meeting with a worship consult-
ant, Amy Cox, throughout the semester. She 
has helped us as a group and one-on-one in 
Worship Team and band to improve upon 
what we do each Wednesday; Amy has been 
so wonderful in helping us reach our poten-
tial and we look forward to continuing our 
workshops with her through the Spring as 
well.  
And I would be completely remiss if I didn’t 
mention how hard both the Worship Team 
and our band has worked this semester! 
Even though we said good-bye to many sen-
iors in the band last May, our band has dou-
bled since the beginning of this semester! 
Our Worship Team has also grown, and it 
has been so transformative to see our minis-
try blossom. They have worked since the 
summer to practice and prepare for this Fall, 
and have put so much love and care into the 
decisions and planning we’ve done during 
our weekly meetings. I am so grateful for 
how much they do to make our ministry 
welcoming and inviting. 
I am so excited to how God will work in and 
through Wesley throughout the next year as 
we continue to grow our community. Thank 
you for your time, support, and prayers! This 
wouldn’t be possible without you and we are 
so thankful!  
mon series called “Making Connections.” We 
felt this series was a strong way to introduce 
and talk about our mission of Loving Out 
Loud. It was great to hear student testimo-
nies about how they have felt called to par-
ticipate in Wesley and use their gifts within 
the ministry, and how their own faith has 
grown during their time here (Thank you 
Caroline, Jennylynn, Jonathan, and Car-
son!!)! Following this series, we started our 
two-week sermon series entitled 
“F.R.I.E.N.D.S.,” where we heard about fos-
tering healthy relationships through the love 
of God. We talked about 1 Corinithians 13 
and learned about what it means to have 
love for each other and for our community 
even when times feel more divisive than 
unified.  
Next, we began our sermon series called 
“Shifting Perspectives.” Worship Team was 
really excited about this series, and we had a 
lot of fun during our meetings coming up 

with ideas for it. We talked about being enough 
(because we are!!), and then we heard from a 
guest preacher who was a church planter, Adam 
Coates, about identity. Following this, we had 
our final sermon in the series, The Importance 
of Play! This was such a revitalizing Wednes-
day; we had pictionary and taboo competitions, 
a balloon relay, and an egg toss. The MPR was 
full of love and laughter as we played and and 
recalled the important words in Mark 10:13-16.  
Falling in line with the spooky season, our next 
series was called “Stranger Texts,” a play on 
the popular Stranger Things show. During 
these two weeks, we delved into the more ob-
scure texts of the Bible, specifically Balaam’s 
ass and the Valley of Dry Bones. We had a 
guest preacher and Wesley alumna give a won-
derful sermon about recognizing the feeling of 
Dry Bones, and how God can bring us to life 
again in the desert. It was great hearing her 
story and about her time at Wesley! After this 
series, we began our three-week “Eshet Chayil - 
Women of Valor” series, focusing on the stories 
of Rahab, Shiphrah and Puah, and Elizabeth 
and Mary. During the second week, we had 
another guest preacher, Robin Fitzgerald. She 
asked us how we are saying yes and no to the 
things in our lives, and how we are loving God 
through these decisions.  
Currently, we are going into our sermon about 
Advent, which will be followed the week after 
by our service opening our Prayer Vigil as we 
enter finals week. Worship Team is also in the 
planning stages of our sermon series for the 
Spring semester (yay!!). We have been meeting 
with a worship consultant, Amy Cox, through-
out the semester. She has helped us as a group 
and one-on-one in Worship Team and band to 
improve upon what we do each Wednesday; 
Amy has been so wonderful in helping us reach 
our potential and we look forward to continuing 
our workshops with her through the Spring as 
well.  
And I would be completely remiss if I didn’t 
mention how hard both the Worship Team and 
our band has worked this semester! Even 
though we said good-bye to many seniors in 
the band last May, our band has doubled 
since the beginning of this semester! Our 
Worship Team has also grown, and it has 
been so transformative to see our ministry 
blossom. They have worked since the sum-
mer to practice and prepare for this Fall, and 
have put so much love and care into the deci-
sions and planning we’ve done during our 
weekly meetings. I am so grateful for how 
much they do to make our ministry welcom-
ing and inviting. 
I am so excited to how God will work in and 
through Wesley throughout the next year as 
we continue to grow our community. Thank 
you for your time, support, and prayers! This 
wouldn’t be possible without you and we are 
so thankful!  
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Missions 

FUN 143  

This fall semester has been very exciting for the Fun 143 program. Fun 143 is a 
weekly mission opportunity where Wesley students tutor local middle and high 
school kids from the Blacksburg area. Fun 143 meets twice a week from 6 to 7:30. 
We provide the kids with dinner, a listening ear, and homework help. This semes-
ter, Fun 143 has taken off! We have ten, regularly attending middle/high school 
students that come each Monday and Thursday, and about six to eight Wesley stu-
dent volunteers each session. My favorite part about this program is how close the 
Fun 143 family is becoming. When a specific tutor is unable to come to a session, 
the kids always express concern about where that tutor is, and they are always 

excited when the tutor comes back. Another one of my favorite 
parts of the program is how we start each session. While the kids 
and tutors eat dinner together, everyone shares their “highs and 
lows.” Highs and lows are a time where the kids have an opportuni-
ty to share the best part of their day and the worst part of their 
day. Recently, many of the kids have enjoyed sharing multiple good 
things about their day, and they always ask the Wesley students to 
share their “high and low” too. We want to thank our Wesley con-
tributors for supporting this mission opportunity, especially those 
who have made frozen dinners for the Fun 143 program. 

Caroline Harvey—Missions Minister  

On the first Sunday of November, 
Wesley students partnered with 
the youth from First Salem UMC 
to participate in Operation Christ-
mas Child. Two to three Wesley 
students led ten different teams of 
Salem Youth around the Chris-
tiansburg Walmart to find gifts for 
children that could fit in a shoe 
box and that would be sent over-
seas to needy children. As a com-
petitive twist, each team was giv-
en $20 and could not go over budg-
et. Andrew’s team won the chal-
lenge because they spent $19.97 
which was the closest amount to 
the $20 budget.  

These are all in addition to our 
on-going mission projects, like 
FUN143 and 209 Manna Minis-
tries, that we have throughout 
each week.   
 
This year we are excited to an-
nounce that we will be going the 
furthest we have ever gone on 
Spring Break!  We will be travel-
ing to Fort Denaud, FL to help 
with Hurricane Irma recovery.  
The Florida Annual Conference 
said they have a ton of work to 
do still from that storm.  So Wes-
ley will be going to work on 
homes and stay a local United 
Methodist Camp while helping 
to fix it up as 
well!   
 
 
 
 
 

All of these mission opportuni-
ties have contributed to Wes-
ley’s greater mission to love 
out loud to the Blacksburg 
community and beyond! 
 
All of the students at Wesley 
thank you for supporting 
these mission ministries! 
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Gobbling up Hunger—209  

 
 We would like to thank the supporters of 209 

Manna Ministries from this past year. 
 

Circle Martha at Blacksburg UMC 
Monisha Daniel 

Disciples Women’s Ministry at Blacksburg  
Glenn and Dale Kraige 

 Cohurchl. Howard & Marcia Sholl 
College of Liberal Arts and Human Sciences 

Alumni Advisory Board 
 

All Volunteers/Staff !!! 
THANK YOU!!! 

209 Manna Ministries continues 
to be a thriving mission on Tech’s 
campus.  We desire to reach more 
students because we know that 
food insecurity is a growing prob-
lem at Virginia Tech.   
 
We are proud to partner with 
NLCF and APO to run the pantry 
3 days a week for 2 1/2 hours each 
day.  We are reaching about 50 
students who are coming to the 
pantry to get the food they need.  
 
The University continues to rely 
on our ministry to reach this pop-
ulation of students in need.  Here 
is an excerpt of a recent article in 
the Roanoke Times published 
about food insecurity at Virginia 
Tech: 

“The campaign was inspired by the 
first draft of a study, released this 
week by Tech researchers, showing 
35% of graduate students and 29% of 
undergraduates are considered hav-
ing low or very low food security. 
The survey has 7% and 3.8% mar-
gins of error for graduate students 
and undergraduates, respectively… 
 
The study notes several resources 
that are already in place, such as 
209 Manna Ministries, a food pantry 
that serves Tech students, which 
opened in 2013.” 
 
We hope to be a part of the larger 
solution to food insecurity on our 
campus.   
 
We recently bought a new refrigera-

tor  to help supply some additional 
foods that we could not before.   
 
We consistently get feedback from 
our shoppers that this ministry 
sustains them during their time at  
Virginia Tech!   
 
Thank you for your support of this 
incredible ministry and we pray 
that it will continue to be a place 
for students at Virginia Tech to 
find the items they need to be 
nourished and successful! 
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Exploration 
The first weekend of November, I travelled to Orlando for a 
conference designed for 18-26 year olds who are discerning a 
call to ministry. It was an incredible weekend that was filled 
with passionate worship, deep small group conversations, 
and building relationships with young Methodists from 
around the country. My small group was my favorite part of 
the weekend because even though we had just met we all 
made an unspoken commitment to be open and engaged with 
each other. Our first gathering on Friday night felt like we 
had already known each other for years and could talk about 
anything we were going through in our discernment journey. 
Each worship service was led by a local praise band that was 
incredibly talented and included a sermon from a different 

walk of life. Speakers included, a divinity student from Duke, a Deacon, and an Elder. On Saturday I at-
tended three breakout sessions including Women in Ministry, what it means to be an Elder, and Ministry 
and Social Justice. Each session was a different perspective on what it looks like to go into vocational min-
istry in a different way, but I really enjoyed the Elder breakout session this most. It was so interesting to 
hear about what it means to be an Elder in the church and the difference between Elders and Deacons. I 
also networked with all of the major American Methodist Seminaries and learned about what makes each 
one unique. One of the recruiters for Duke was even VT Wesley alum, Minoka Gunesekera.  Overall the 
weekend was a fantastic experience that provided an opportunity for so much personal growth. It allowed 
me to come to peace with a decision to pursue a career in engineering before potentially attending Semi-
nary. It was so incredible to be surrounded by people in our denomination who are considering leadership 
roles in the church. It gives me hope to know that they are the future of this denomination. 

 

Outreach this year started off strong 
with our annual welcome week activi-
ties. This year we held a large cookout 
at Wesley, held a life sized game night 
on the eggleston quad, and showed 
new students around campus on 
Classroom Quest!  
Following the welcome week activities 
the outreach team came up with a 
new event for Wesley, a library cookie 
handout! This event first involved 
Wesley students splitting into multi-
ple houses and baking over 350 cook-
ies. After that the cookies were bagged 
in labelled bags advertising Wesley. 
These bags were then handed out to 

our fellow students studying at the 
library. This event provided an oppor-
tunity to both fellowship and love out 
loud to the Virginia Tech community. 
This semester outreach has focused on 
broadening Wesley’s connections with 
other student groups and campus 
ministries. One of the ways Wesley 
has been able to become more plugged 
in is through the university’s Inter-
faith Network. This initiative by the 
university has provided spaces and 
events for connections to be made 
across student groups. Through these 
connections the outreach team has 
partnered with Hillel at Virginia Tech 
to hold events using the Ask Big 
Questions(ABQ) curriculum. The ABQ 
curriculum is a set of discussion topics 
designed to promote civility and 
meaningful discussion between peo-
ple. The goal of bringing ABQ events 
to Virginia Tech is to have student 
groups such as Wesley and Hillel host 
events that provide space for anyone 
in the university community to come 
and participate in civil discussion. 

Outreach has also planned additional 
social events with our friends at the 
Newman campus ministry. The future 
for Wesley’s role within the greater 
university community is bright! 

Outreach Andy Lowe— Outreach Minister 

Emilie Berger—Student Campus Minister 
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If you would prefer to receive The Flame by email instead of snail mail, please send your email ad-
dress to wesfound@vt.edu. 

We are currently updating all of our contact information for alumni,  if you haven’t given us your 
information yet you can do so on our website: www.vtwesley.com 

Thank you. 

.Archie and Barbara A. Phlegar 
Tom and Amy McGregor Barnes 
Constance C. Beeken 
Matt and Kelly Hudson Beeken 
Leonard and Laura Bell 
Matthew and Melinda Hirt Borrie 
Anna Bosco 
Stewart V. and Melissa R. Bowers 
Jeff Brooks 
Margaret Brown 
John R. and Wendy C. Byers 
Rachel Cannon 
Chris Chamberlain 
Ginger and Gary Cope 
Monisha Gnanadchandra Daniel 
Brian and Cindy Daniels 
William and Margery Davis 
Jessica Dodson 
Wayne and Darla D. Donald 
Delwyn A. Dyer 
Rick and Anne Ellis 
Amy Emerson and Bill Bancroft 
Drew and Catherine Ensz 
David and Lynn Everett 
Karen Finch 
Jason and Katie Boggs Forsyth 
Bradley and Catherine Fravel 
Frances Frederick 
Tom and Nancy Gabbard 
Richard J. and Phyllis W. Geoghegan 
Alexis Gillmore 
Arnold R. and Mary Ann Graham 
Bret and Erin Gresham 
Jim and Loretta Gresham 
Minoka Gunesekera 
Sharon Hall 

Elaine Harkinson 
C. Gene and Patricia A. Haugh 
Brian and Kelly Walters Henshaw 
Terry and Carol Herdman 
Michelle Hettmann 
Carol Highfield 
Andrew and Melissa Hipple 
Charles E. and Diane E. Hoover 
Alicia R Houchins 
Charles Jackson 
Charlie and Mary Kay Jackson 
Posey and Karen Jones 
Dan and Fern Joyce 
Dwight and Phyllis Forbush Kitchens 
Gerritt and Melanie Lang 
Bill and Blair Lansden 
Rick and Alexis Lewis 
Stephen and Mandy Garrett Lloyd 
Robert and Patsy-Dillon Long 
John and Beth Lord 
Ted and Shirley Lundy 
Katelyn Lydens 
Stephen Magnuson 
Ron and Pat Marlowe 
Tom and Cindy Martin 
Randy and Ellen Mathena 
Mike and Erin Mattern 
George and Julie Miller 
Jacob and Tara Montague 
Stephen and Cherye Tyndall Moore 
G. Emir and Donna Vail Morgan 
David and Jan Notter 
Dave and Jackie Nutter 
Ryan Olmstead 
A. Travis Poole 
William T. and Ida Berger Powell 

Lee and Inge Pyle 
Vivian W. Rich 
Minnis E. and Louise Ridenour 
Jan Riess 
David and Glenna Riggan 
Lloyd and Sherri Robinson 
Elizabeth H. Rogers 
Ralph and Marcia Rowley 
Duane and Tammy Owens Schoenhardt 
Amy Shank 
Dale Shealy 
Anna Skinner 
Emily Hope Stallings 
Keith R. and Julann Y. Stephenson 
Nancy Stevenson 
Dwight and Hope Stonerook 
Debra Stoudt 
Scott and Susan Cox Stouffer 
Erik L. and Verlyn Stromberg 
Lou Talbutt 
Wade E. and Kimberly R. Thomason 
Matthew Vetting 
Chris Warner 
Frank and Evelyn West 
Louise Wey 
Olivia White 
Davey and Lizi Winyall 
Eric and Kelly Wiseman 
Lauren Wright 
Elizabeth Young 
Randy and Karen Young 

http://www.vtwesley.com/

